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MEM30719 - Certificate III in Marine Craft Construction Salary Information (119144G) 

Overview 
The below data has been sourced from public web services; this information is accurate as of 4 March 2026. 
In Australia, marine craft construction trades are classified as skilled technician roles under ANZSCO Unit 
Group 3991 Boat Builders and Shipwrights and offer competitive remuneration for both graduates and 
experienced workers. Table 1 summarises indicative annual salary ranges for entry level and experienced 
roles across Queensland, New South Wales and Victoria, while Table 2 provides a comparative overview of 
selected international markets. 

Summary 
Graduates of the MEM30719 - Certificate III in Marine Craft Construction (119144G) can expect competitive 
starting salaries in Australia (roughly A$50k/year) with considerable growth as they gain experience, often 
reaching A$70k–$90k for seasoned professionals. Queensland, New South Wales, and Victoria each host 
active marine industries, with Queensland (especially the Gold Coast area) boasting the largest workforce and 
numerous opportunities.  
On the international stage, Australian boat builders and shipwrights are well-paid relative to their peers in 
many other English-speaking countries. While a UK or Canadian boat builder might earn the equivalent of 
A$40k–$60k, and a US boat builder around A$50k–$70k (with higher potential in certain regions), Australian 
tradespeople commonly see higher base salaries and generous overtime/add-ons. 

Table 1: Summaries salaries for QLD, NSW, VIC 
 

Occupation Queensland (QLD) New South Wales 
(NSW) 

Victoria (VIC) 

Shipwright (Graduate) ~$50,000 – $55,000 
[salaryexpert.com] 

~$50,000 – $60,000 
[salaryexpert.com] 

~$50,000 – $55,000 
[salaryexpert.com] 

Shipwright (Experienced) ~$85,000 – $95,000 
[au.jora.com], 
[salaryexpert.com] 

~$75,000 – $85,000 
[p-mbuilders.com], 
[salaryexpert.com] 

~$80,000 – $100,000 
[salaryexpert.com] 

Boat Builder / Repairer – 
General (Graduate) 

~$45,000 – $55,000 
[salaryexpert.com] 

~$50,000 – $55,000 
[salaryexpert.com], 
[salaryexpert.com] 

~$47,000 – $55,000 
[salaryexpert.com] 

Boat Builder / Repairer – 
General (Experienced) 

~$70,000 – $80,000 
[careerone.com.au] 

~$75,000 – $85,000 
[p-mbuilders.com], 
[careerone.com.au] 

~$62,000 – $75,000 
[salaryexpert.com] 

Boat Builder (Wood & 
Aluminium) (Graduate) 

$55,000 – $60,000 
(specialist skills attract 
higher start) 
[salaryexpert.com] 

$60,000+ (often higher 
due to demand in 
Sydney) 
[salaryexpert.com], 
[salaryexpert.com] 

$60,000+ (specialised 
trade premium) 
[salaryexpert.com] 

Boat Builder (Wood & 
Aluminium) (Experienced) 

$85,000 – $100,000+ 
(common for senior 
wooden boat builders) 
[salaryexpert.com] 

$90,000+ (specialist 
shipwrights in demand) 
[au.jora.com] 

$95,000 – $100,000+ 
(master craftsperson 
level) 
[salaryexpert.com] 

Boat Builder 
(Fibreglass/Composites) 
(Graduate) 

$45,000 – $50,000 
(entry-level laminator) 
[salaryexpert.com], 
[salaryexpert.com] 

$50,000± (similar to 
national avg for 
composites) 
[salaryexpert.com], 
[salaryexpert.com] 

$45,000 – $50,000 
[salaryexpert.com], 
[salaryexpert.com] 

Boat Builder 
(Fibreglass/Composites) 
(Experienced) 

$55,000 – $60,000 
(limited senior premium) 
[salaryexpert.com] 

$55,000 – $65,000 (for 
skilled FRP laminators) 
[salaryexpert.com], 
[salaryexpert.com] 

$55,000 – $60,000 
[salaryexpert.com] 

https://www.salaryexpert.com/salary/job/shipwright/australia
https://www.salaryexpert.com/salary/job/shipwright/australia
https://www.salaryexpert.com/salary/job/shipwright/australia
https://au.jora.com/s/QLD/Shipwright-salary
https://www.salaryexpert.com/salary/job/shipwright/australia
https://p-mbuilders.com/how-much-do-boat-builders-earn-in-nz.html
https://www.salaryexpert.com/salary/job/shipwright/australia/melbourne
https://www.salaryexpert.com/salary/job/shipwright/australia/melbourne
https://www.salaryexpert.com/salary/job/boat-builder/australia
https://www.salaryexpert.com/salary/job/boat-builder/australia
https://www.salaryexpert.com/salary/job/boat-builder/australia/sydney
https://www.salaryexpert.com/salary/job/boat-builder/australia/melbourne
https://www.careerone.com.au/shipwright-jobs
https://p-mbuilders.com/how-much-do-boat-builders-earn-in-nz.html
https://www.careerone.com.au/shipwright-jobs
https://www.salaryexpert.com/salary/job/boat-builder/australia/melbourne
https://www.salaryexpert.com/salary/job/wood-boat-builder/australia/brisbane
https://www.salaryexpert.com/salary/job/wood-boat-builder/australia/melbourne
https://www.salaryexpert.com/salary/job/shipwright/australia/melbourne
https://www.salaryexpert.com/salary/job/wood-boat-builder/australia/melbourne
https://www.salaryexpert.com/salary/job/wood-boat-builder/australia/brisbane
https://au.jora.com/s/QLD/Shipwright-salary
https://www.salaryexpert.com/salary/job/shipwright/australia/melbourne
https://www.salaryexpert.com/salary/job/fiberglass-boat-builder/australia/brisbane
https://www.salaryexpert.com/salary/job/fiberglass-boat-builder/australia/brisbane
https://www.salaryexpert.com/salary/job/fiberglass-boat-builder/australia/melbourne
https://www.salaryexpert.com/salary/job/fiberglass-boat-builder/australia/brisbane
https://www.salaryexpert.com/salary/job/fiberglass-boat-builder/australia/melbourne
https://www.salaryexpert.com/salary/job/fiberglass-boat-builder/australia/melbourne
https://www.salaryexpert.com/salary/job/fiberglass-boat-builder/australia/brisbane
https://www.salaryexpert.com/salary/job/fiberglass-boat-builder/australia/melbourne
https://www.salaryexpert.com/salary/job/fiberglass-boat-builder/australia/melbourne
https://www.salaryexpert.com/salary/job/fiberglass-boat-builder/australia/melbourne
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Table 2: Comparison of salaries in other countries 
 

Country Entry-Level 
Salary (Local) 

Entry-Level 
(AUD approx.) 

Experienced 
Salary (Local) 

Experienced 
(AUD approx.) 

Source(s) 

Australia 
A$45,000 – A$60,000 A$70,000 – A$100,000+ 

SalaryExpert, 
CareerOne 
SEEK  

UK £24,000 ~A$45,000 £42,000 ~A$80,000 UK National 
Careers Service 

USA 
US$37,000 – 

$52,000 
~A$55,000 – 

A$78,000 US$70,000+ ~A$105,000+ 

North Pacific 
Yachts 
Salary.com 
BLS 

Canada C$33,600 ~A$38,000 C$46,000 ~A$52,000 SalaryExpert 
Glassdoor 

New 
Zealand 

NZ$40,000 – 
$60,000 

~A$37,000 – 
A$55,000 

NZ$80,000 – 
$120,000 

~A$75,000 – 
A$115,000 

SalaryExpert 
PMBuilders 
GigExchange  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TAFE Queensland advises Education Agents and students to undertake their own independent research as 
part of the application process. The information provided above is supplied for general reference purposes 
only and must not be solely relied upon by Education Agents or students when making decisions. While TAFE 
Queensland has taken reasonable steps to ensure the accuracy and integrity of this research, the information 
is based in part on third party data that may change without notice. Accordingly, TAFE Queensland does not 
provide any warranty or guarantee as to the completeness, accuracy or currency of the information, and 
accepts no responsibility for how the information is used or validated by Education Agents or students. 
 

https://www.salaryexpert.com/salary/job/boat-builder/australia
https://www.careerone.com.au/shipwright-jobs
https://www.seek.com.au/career-advice/role/shipwright/salary/in-queensland
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/boat-builder
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/boat-builder
https://northpacificyachts.com/blog/boat-building/how-much-do-boat-builders-make/
https://northpacificyachts.com/blog/boat-building/how-much-do-boat-builders-make/
https://www.salary.com/research/salary/benchmark/boat-builder-salary
https://www.bls.gov/oes/2023/may/naics4_336600.htm
https://www.salaryexpert.com/salary/job/boat-builder/canada
https://www.glassdoor.ca/Salaries/canada-boat-builder-salary-SRCH_IL.0,6_IN3_KO7,20.htm
https://www.salaryexpert.com/salary/job/boat-builder/new-zealand
https://p-mbuilders.com/how-much-do-boat-builders-earn-in-nz.html
https://nz.gigexchange.com/tips/boat-builder-salary-new-zealand
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